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SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT TO US OF MINISTER RAJ NARAIN 

1 . IN MEETING JULY 19 WITH MINISTER POR HEALTH AND 
PAMILY WELPARE RAJ NARAIN, HE TOLD ME OP PLANS TO VISIT 
IN WESTERN EUROPE IN AUGUST AND EXPRESSED INTEREST IN AN 
INVITATION TO VISIT THE US LATER THAT MONTH. THE GOI 

IS PLANNING TO ANNOUNCE THIS WINTER A MAJOR NEW RURAL 
HEALTHCARE DELIVERY PROGRAM WHICH, ALONG WITH FAMILY 
PLANNING, WILL BE THE MINISTER'S RESPONSIBILITY. I BELIEVE 
IT WOULD BE USEPUL POR HIM TO HAVE PIRST-HAND 
INPORMATION ABOUT US ACTIVITIES IN THESE AREAS, AND THE 
VISIT WOULD ALSO GIVE HIM AN OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS 
INDIAN EPFORTS WITH INTERESTED AUDIENCES. MORE BROADLY, 

IT WOULD PROVIDE AN OCCASION POR US TO EXPOSE THIS 
POLITICALLY INPLUENTIAL PIGURE TO US ATTITUDES ON 
ISSUES OF IMPORTANCE IN INDO-US RELATIONS. I DO NOT 
KNOW HOW MUCH TIME NARAIN WOULD HAVE AVAILABLE POR A 
US TRIP BUT I BELIEVE WE SHOULD ASSUME ABOUT A WEEK. 

2. IN MAKING THIS RECOMMENDATION, I RECOGNIZE ONLY TOO WELL 
THE BUREAUCRATIC DIPPICULTIES A VISIT SUCH AS 

THIS ONE CAN ENTAIL. ALTHOUGH I UNDERSTAND THAT UNCOMMITTED 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NEW DE 10326 2II333Z 

PY77 IV PUNDS ARE PROBABLY SUPFICIENT TO COVER 
NARAIN'S INTERNAL TRAVEL AND PER DIEM DURING HIS 
PROJECTEDUS STAY, I'M OP COURSE AWARE THAT THE IV 
PROGRAMIS NOT ORDINARILY USED FOR MINISTERIAL LEVEL 
VISITS AND THAT A GOOD DEAL OP SPECIAL HANDLING WILL 
BE REQUIRED. I AM THINKING HERE OF SUCH EXTRAS AS AN 
ESCORT OPFICER, ARRANGEMENTS POR MEETINGS WITHHIGH 
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LEVELUSG OFFICIALS, AND OTHER PROTOCOLARY CONSIDERATIONS 
WHICH EVEN AS UNORTHODOX A MINISTER AS NARAIN WILL 
BELIEVE HIS DUE. 

3. I KNOW THAT YOU WILL HAVE ALL OF THIS IN MIND AS 

YOU EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY OP RESPONDING FAVORABLY TO RAJ 

NARAIN'S REQUEST TO ME. I WOULD CERTAINLY 

HOPE THAT SUCH A RESPONSE WILL BE POSSIBLE, FOR I 

BELIEVE HIS VISIT WILL BE WORTH THE INVESTMENT. 

I D SUGGEST THAT AS YOU PROCEED YOU LOOK INTO THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ASKING HEW SECRETARY CALIPANO IF HE 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO ACT AS HOST FOR NARAIN. 

GOHEEN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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